
  



 



 

Rationale - intent 

The KS3 Science Curriculum introduces the 10 ‘Big Ideas’ in science, which are further broken down 

into ‘Little ideas’.  These ideas are covered in years 7 and 8 and can be taught in any order. This 

allows the opportunity to provide spacing between related topics.  The teacher can than use recall 

techniques at intervals, both in individual lessons or across multiple lessons to aid recall as well as 

using interleaving. 

The KS3 curriculum has been designed so that the big ideas provide the necessary ‘building-blocks’ 

for years 9, 10 and 11, where the ‘Big Ideas’ are revisited and built on. 

A curriculum map allows students to see where the ‘Big Ideas’ link-in with topics covered in years 9, 

10 and 11.  As such, it is a 5-year curriculum plan where students can develop their knowledge and 

skills as they progress through, with many opportunities for repetition to re-enforce memory retention, 

but also to allow them to recognise where a particular skill is relevant to the question being asked.  

In addition, the curriculum is designed to test the student’s ability to demonstrate the 3 assessment 

objects of Knowledge, Application & Analyse.  These AO’s are interwoven throughout the curriculum 

allowing for repetition and therefore recall and application. 



 



 

 

  



 


